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The attacked report en Kerean labor experience in the Okhotsk area of the ; 
USSR is being sent to ven for yeur retention in the belief that it may : 
be of interest. 


Attachment: Repert on Korean labor experience in the Okhotsk area. 
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A. rou Ae pRAROEEP RES F0b x EG ET. for labor in the USSR in ~ 
July Tape eee Urea AODOb TTB AIE. CI 28300415 RQ031iN9020G1 tfrived at 
Okhotsk (143-18, 59-23) gn 10 hugust 1948, having spent one night at Viadi- 
-yostok en route. Immediately upon arrival in Ohkotsk the group were assigned 
to work in Kugderiske Plant in Fishing District 16.1 One hundred members of 
this group returned to Choncgjin in December 19h9, traveling via Korsakov 
(formerly Odomari), Sakhalin, where they were detained five days for investi- 
gation, physical checks, and customs clearances. 


Among the Korean laborers where 20 menbers of the North Korean Labor Party 
and 70 nembers of the Youth Alliance. After their arrival in the USSR, 
monthly Youth Alliance meetings were held, but attendance was not compulsory- 
fen members of the group became members of the Communist Party during their 
sojourn in the USSR, although no pressure Was exerted upon then to do 80. 
Most Commmist propaganda speeches to the Koreans were directed towards in- 
creasing production and were without political import. 


During early August 19148, a Soviet ship with 7,000 Korean employees left 
Choncjin for -an unknown destination. The vessel was detained at Magadan 
because of an epidemic, type unknown, among the Koreans. During 1948, ap- 
proximately 200,000 North Korean laborers were shipped from Chongijin, Wonsany 
and Hungnam to the USSR, mostly by ship via Vladivostok to Kamchatka. 


There was no other Koreans in Kuzderiske than the laborers except for three 
employed in administrative work for the croup, and the political officer of 
the 16 District. This individual, named Anerei KIM, had lived in Kazakhstan; 
he visited Kuzderiske in early December 199 and made a speech to the Koreans 
there, informing thea that he would take care of all Korean nationals in the 
area, KIM also distributed a North Korean newspaper every ten days. There 
was pappor a! to be a Korean political ofiicer in each of the 5. fishing dis~ 
bricts.€ Two or three times 4 month, the Koreans were ordered to listen to 
special broadcasts from Pyongyang. 
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Korean vorkers av Okhotsk were permitted to co into torm aftor workinc hours, 
and there was no curfey. It was not necessary ior workers to have soccial 
passes or to show iderntilication unless there was some sort of disturbence. 
“heir assinmment wag to clean and pack Lish. During the winter months. how 
aver, when the water lroac, they vere sent to the mountains to cut wood to 
make boxes Lor snipping the fish. Some LO of them were sent to Transinca 
about 50 miles north of Ckhotsk, to work as "volunteer" woodeviters, - 


“he Koreans each received as wages, before their departure from Korea, 1200 
North Korean won,’ 50 kilograms of rice, one pair of shoes, and a military 
uniforn. ‘Mey were promised 300 rubles3 more upon the comletion of eight 
months! work, Upon their arrival in the USSR, however, 370 rubles was de- 
ducted from their wages as payment for clothing, and an additional. 300 rubles 
as paynent for rice. Since some of the party had not enourh rubles to make 
such payments, they extended their service in the USSR. ‘ihen dopartine after 
a year end a halt, the worker might have as much as 5,000 North Korean “Won. 


Kuzderiske is the main vient for the 16 fishing Dist-ict and receives about 

20 vessels a month in its harbor. These crai't, 211 Sovict, bring in wheat 
flour, canned poods (occasionally of American manufacture), and sugar, and 

take out fish. During the months from Decembes to March there is‘little traf- 
fic, mostly of Soviet and Korean workers returning to their home rorts of 
Vlacivostek and Chonedin. : 7 


The population of Okhebsk, in addition to the forean laborers cnc the soviet 
natives, includes nany Tatars (about four percmt of the populetion). They 
ave all fishernen and.owa their ovm small craft. About two percent of the | 
population are Yedins©®, who revenble foreans. They are fishertiea ouv co not 
own their om boats and in the winter cut firewcod and lumber in the nearby 


ae 


forests and bring it to the vort on sleds. There are no Vigpnfols or Japanese 
in the town. ¢ 


Until January 1949, rationing was enforced in Okhotsk, but after that date 

- everything could be bought freely. Weat, butter, and American and Canadian 
canned goods were very plentiful, but fresh fruit, medicines, and vegetables 
were hard to obtain. isting nets wereimported from Dairen, salt, packed in 
straw sacks, from liorth Korea. There were many cheap cigarettes. Prices in 
Becenter 1919 were four rubles for a kilogram of wheat flour, eight rubles 
for the best brand of cigarettes, three or four rubles for ordinary cigarettes, 
and 300 rubles for a jacket and trousers. There was a black market which was 
TUN AB pOVehSY RABASe200H 12705 YOACREPSS-SOMISROME DOSAGE Primarily in 
meat, fish, and milk. Prices Sener” controlled by the government. 
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tm Wishing District 13, American sugar was rationed. In April 1949, a Korean 

fishing. exployee who was standing in line to collect his ration, was stabbed 

vy a Soviet (no details siven). The Seviet was imprisoned. ; , 
‘ 

Magadan, a ten-day voyace by sea Irom Okhotsx, has a naval base end an aire 

strip. Battleships, cruisers, and destroyers were reported in the harbor. 

Japanese PYs were kept in kagadan, employed as dock workers, stevedores, and 

in similar jobs. Those who were seen by travelers in the area appeared health- 

‘y and content. About 1,000 were observed, in platoons, each platoon guarded. 

by two Soviets. Jb was stated in Magadan that many Japanese wer prisoners 

were working in a coal mine about four niles northeast of the tow. 


In December 1949, the Okhotsk airstrip, about a mile north of Okhotsk, was 4 
vestricted area. Planes observed on the field at that time included 30 twin- 
engine planes, apparently heavy bombers, with plastic noses, nacelles pro 
truding slightly in the rear, and three-bliaded propellers; a mail plane fron 
Khabarovsk; and a number of seaplanes resembling Catalina PBYs. Seven o¢ 
eight of these last were secn daily. Over 60 emplacements for anti-aircraft 
guns located around the strip were built of concrete and covered with earth 
and sod, but no guns had been installed and the emplacements were not guarded. 
Sinilar gun emplacements were visible all around Okhotsk and along the road to 
Amerikanka. 


About 30 miles north of Singa,! there is a gold and platinum mining area which 
was restricted, and which foreigners were not allowed to enter. On the basis 

of the large quantities of foodsturi sent‘ there . by dogsled during the winter 
months, it was estimated that the gold mine employed severai. thousand workers. 
Residents of this area were allowed to visit other areas freely. 


Persomel identified in the Okhotsk area included: 


a. Andrei KIM (4 o£ & 7H), a Soviet citizen of Korean origin, political 
officer, Fishing District 163; age about hO; married, with one son and one so 
daughter; described as S feet 6 inches tall, slight build, big round eyes 
dark conplexion, and gold-filled teeth. : 


be UL Pyong-ho # % ZB )» Korean interpreter for Fishing District 16; age 
about 29; very tall, slender, and of athletic build, with @ long face and 
a very dark complexions single; boxing champion; Korean nationality but 
‘looking like a DSovies. 


Ge Nikolai Fedor, Soviet, supervisor of Fishing District 16; age 35; married; 
tall and fat, with a big nose and fair complexion; mustache. 


d» KI Kwane-ho (AE SB if ). North Korean worker at Chongjin, speaking fluent 


Russian; age 21; short, boyish looking, with soft skin and e sallow compolex- 
jon; singles 


The fishing plant in fishing Metrict 35 was built by Japanese about 1935 and 
still omploys Japanese worl:ert. Two Jepanese names appearing on ofiicial 
Aocunents were SHIBORORA and MMTSUBICIn. The plant is a restricted areca. 


Soviet workers from Siberia nu tkhotsk could return home upon cempletion of 
bheiy enploynens contracts wivhout special permission. The factory in which 
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